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DOMESTIC POLITICS

Who's On Tap?

IHello, Abdul?

This is Abdul. Who is this? {
iThis is Hakim.
| Hakim who? !
iHakim "Scourge of the Infidels” Al-Hakim.

¢ ' Oh...I was thinking it was Hakim "Flaming !
? | Sword of Allah” Bin-Hakim...but no, he’s
# | out of town - in Cuba I think.

¢ | Ah, yes, lovely weather this time of year.
10 EMMmm. yes, nicer without the torture T

A bl

L suspect.

iz | Ah, well - occupational hazard T suppose.

»» | - Comes with being a suicidal terrorist.

x« | Yes, about that. Are we still on for |
15 ; Sunday? Still up for setting off the

16 | bioterrorism device downtown? !

17 'T think so. I’'ve got a big presentation at

18 ‘ work the next day, but I think it would make
{ for a nice break.

20 iDo You want to car pool with Hakim Al-Abdul,
21 as well? I think he's picking me up at 10am|
T if you stop by here at 9:30 we can have a
33 | hearty breakfast before we do Allah’s work.
2s  Sounds great - I’'1l be there then. Still i
25 | above the Indian restaurant? Okay, then.

# | See you Sunday.
i

Only the most naive citizens of the homeland may not
realize it, but this represents a typical phone conversation
in America Today! A dialogue between two men hell bent
on the destruction of America, Freedom, and Our Entire
Way of Life! These men are terrorists, and they use

the phone lines - a system that was made in America,

by Americans - people like you and me - to plan their
devastating attacks! How dare they contemplate using
modern technology to perform their nefarious treachery!
How dare they, indeed?

But have hope, because America has their top intelligence
experts on the case, secretly listening in on the terrorists in
the biggest phone tapping operation since Al Gore invented
the phone in 1865. Non-terrorist conversations - if there are
any — will be recorded for quality assurance and comparison
purposes only, explained White House sources. The opera-
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tion, codename Operation Hyper-Mega-Freedom, is not as
simple as it sounds, explains the project lead, Major General
Smith.

“You see, terrorists are seldom up front about when they're
planning their next attack. They like to use codes, and
only an international spy trained in
dragon level 10 cryptography can de-
cipher what they’re planning. For in-
stance, if a terrorist says ‘Etslay, om-
bay uhte itysay allhay,’ they may not
actually be speaking in gibberish. This
may be a code for hijacking a city bus,
and affixing a bomb to it so that it can't
drive less than 50 mph. Dastardly, I
know. But these people are danger-
ous, and they could be anywhere and
are clearly everywhere.”

Apparently, the terrorists are using much more sophisticated
codes, codes so cryptic, that whole teams of top spies are
unable to break them. In a motion before congress, Major
General Smith, asked for $300 billion to be spent on new
training and technology for code breaking, and to punctuate
his request, he played a cryptic recording, surely a devious
conversation by terrorists over the phone lines:

> Hi, Tiger. i
: | Hey, is this Inga?

+ | No, you've got Helga this time, but I'm hot

5 i and ready for you. |
§ i Okay, that sounds good. Helga...that's a hot
1 mname. What are you wearing Helga? |
s l It’s black and it’s leather, and it's got a |

s | zipper at the top that's just waiting for

10 | you to pull it. ¢
1 | Oh yeah. 8o Helga, do you have any |
12 |  girlfriends? What do you girls do when you
i3 } get together in the shower? !

Smith stops the tape, and raises his hands to Congress. “You
see the kind of masterminds we're dealing with. We need
more funding to thwart this foe: more staff, more technology,
more industrial grade lubricants and darkened offices, and
most of all, more Kleenex.” Moved by his impassioned plea,
Congress allotted $600 billion, twice what Smith had asked
for, on the condition that Congressmen be allowed to lend
their hand to the antiterrorism operation.

“For the sake of all that’s good and decent,” Smith continued,
“we had better hope that we find out what terrorism cell
Helga belongs to, and what heinous act is referenced by “girl-
on-girl action”. For today, for tomorrow, for America!”
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